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� e services are held according to the Protestant (Pres-
byterian) form in this church, passed on to us by the pre-
vious generations.
We, the people of 
Bassins, wish this 
church to remain 
open every day for all 
the faithful, whatever 
their creed or their 
links with the insti-
tution, and also for 
those who wish to 
see it for art’s or his-
tory’s sake. 

Whoever you are, 
we are happy to wel-
come you. You are 
now in a church, a 
place of prayer and 
silence, which you 
are expected to re-
spect. � rough your eyes and your heart, look at the 
beauty of the work of men.

Visitor, friend, come inside, you are here in your home !

Seek the discreet presence of God.
May this visit remain in your heart like a moment of 
peace . . .

Historical marks
In the 10th century took place a new blossoming of 
monasteries. To Cluny, founded in 910, are linked the 
houses of Romainmôtier (928) and Payerne (ca 965).

Around 1146, at the time of the foundation of the 
Carthusian Monastery of Oujon (Arzier), the high 
woodlands of Jura were held only by the Clunisians 
of Romainmôtier 
and by other monks 
of Lac de Joux.

At the foot of the 
Dôle Mountain, the 
Cistercians of Bon-
mont (1123) com-
pleted the monastic 
groups.

Today no document 
can explain the exact 
origin of the Priory 
of Bassins, nor the 
period when it was 
attached to Payerne, 
because the deeds 
concerning this 
small Priory, in the 
Archives of Payerne, 
were burnt in the � re 
of the convent about 1235. So there is no written testi-
monial for the period preceding this sad event.

From outside sources it would appear that, already 
in the 11th century, the Priory depended on the Con-
vent of Payerne, probably following a donation by 
Humbert I, Sire of Cossonay and Prangins, before 
1164, when the name of the � rst known prior, Girold, 
appears  as  witness in an Act of donation, from Guic-
hard d’Ornay, to the Cistercian Abbey of Bonmont.

According to historian Germain Hausmann, one can con-
sider that, some time between 1123 and 1148, the Church 
was donated to Payerne, which is the foundation of its af-
� liation to the Abbey of Cluny (see Helvetia Sacra III/2, p. 
461 sq.).

� e � rst recorded name of a monk in Bassins Priory is that 
of Nicolas de Joulens in 1336, at the occasion of a deal with 

Aymon de Montagny, 
Prior of Payerne, grant-
ing him the right to enjoy 
the Priory in peace.

At the beginning of the 
16th century, the monks 
of Payerne were still ig-
norant of the origin of 
the ties between Bassins 
Priory and their own. 
� ey only claimed that 
Bassins had depended on 
Payerne since time im-
memorial!

At the Reformation, the 
parish church, under the 
name of Our Lady, be-
came dependent on Arzi-
er, then on Burtigny from 
1667.

Nowadays it is part of the parish of Begnins-Burtigny-
Bassins-Le Vaud. 

� e origin of the Priory of Bassins is yet to be discovered 
and published !
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Bref historique 

Le X0 siècle voit, sous les rois rodolphiens, une nouvelle 
floraison monastique. A Cluny, fondé en 910, sont affiliées les 
maisons de Romainmôtier (928) et de Payerne (vers 965). 

Vers 1146, au moment de la fondation de la chartreuse d'Oujon 
(commune d'Ar
zier), les forêts 
du haut Jura ne 
sont guère occu
pées que par les 
clunisiens de Ro
mainmôtier et les 
prémontrés du lac 
de Joux. 

Au pied de la Dôle, 
les cisterciens de 
Bonmont (1123) 
complètent le pay
sage monastique. 

A ce jour, aucun 
document ne per
met d'expliquer 
l'origine exacte ni 
l'époque, du ratta
chement du prieu
ré de Bassins à 
Payerne. En effet, 
les actes relatifs 
à ce petit prieuré, 
intégrés aux archives de Payerne, ont brûlé lors de l'incendie 
du couvent vers 1235. 11 n'existe donc pas de trace écrite pour la 
période antérieure à ce fâcheux événement. 

De source indépendante, il semblerait que déjà au Xl0 siècle, 
le prieuré se trouvait sous la dépendance du couvent de 

Payerne, probablement à la suite d'une donation de Humbert 1er, Bassins sire de Cossonay et de Prangins, antérieure à l'année 1164, date à 
laquelle apparaît le premier prieur connu, Girold, témoin d'une dona-
tion faite par Guichard d'Ornay à l'abbaye cistercienne de Bonmont. S N a 
Selon l'historien Germain Hausmann, on peut admettre qu'entre 1123 
et 1148 l'église a été donnée à Payerne, ce qui fonde son affiliation à 
l'abbaye de Cluny (cf. Helvetia Sacra 111/2 p. 461 ss.). 

En 1336 apparaît le seul nom connu d'un moine du prieuré de Bassins, 
Nicolas de Joulens, à 
l'occasion d'un accord 
avec Aymon de Monta
gny, prieur de Payerne, 
lui accordant le droit de 
jouir pacifiquement du 
prieuré. 

Au début du XVl8 siècle, 
les moines de Payerne 
ignoraient encore l'ori
gine du rattachement 
du prieuré de Bassins 
à leur établissement. 
l ls se contentaient
d'affirmer que Bassins
dépendait de Payerne
de temps immémorial !

A la réforme, l'église 
paroissiale, sous le vo
cable de Notre-Dame, 
devint annexe d'Arzier, 
puis de Burtigny dès 
1667. 

Actuellement elle fait partie de la paroisse de Begnins-Burtigny
Bassins-Le Vaud. 
l.:origine du prieuré de Bassins reste donc à découvrir et à écrire ! 
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Actuellement dans cette église que les générations 
précédentes nous ont laissée, on célèbre le culte ré
formé. 
Nous, gens de 
Bassins, nous 
voudrions qu'elle 
demeure ouverte 
tous les jours in
dépendamment 
d'une part de la 
foi de chacun 
et de son lien à 
l'institution, et, 
d'autre part, pour 
ceux qui y entrent 
attirés par le seul 
goût de l'art ou 
de l'histoire. 

Qui que tu sois, 
nous sommes 
heureux de t' ac
cueillir. Te voilà 
dans une église, lieu de prière et de silence que nous 
te demandons de respecter. Avec tes yeux et ton cœur, 
regarde la beauté du travail des hommes. 

Ami visiteur, entre, tu es chez toi ! 
Cherche la présence discrète de Dieu. 
Que cette visite reste en toi comme un moment de 
paix ... 



� e building 
From the original rural priory, only the church, prob-
ably of the 12th century, has survived. Its most ancient 
part is the choir.

It is said that parts of the foundations of the original 
building had been uncovered in what is today’s grave-
yard. However, as far as we know, no excavations have 
ever been carried out on the site of the church in Bassins.

� e church of Bassins had been built to serve the needs 
of a Roman Catholic parish and convent, but since the 
Reformation of 1536, it has been dedicated to Protes-
tant parish activities. 

� e ‹credence› and the ‹piscina› were eliminated, but 
thanks to archeologists and historians they were set back 
early in the 20th century, without being used as formerly.

A� er various adjunctions in the 12th, 13th, 15th and 
16th centuries, the church underwent a � rst restoration 
in 1878, then another in 1934, when the gallery was de-
stroyed, and one also in 1962.  

Visiting the church
Before entering, you will have noticed the tower with the 
steeple, its twinned windows with ornamental moulding, 
which completed the building around 1480-1481.

Having passed the porch, you are in the rectangular nave.

On your le�  is a fairly large side chapel named Chapel of 
the Holy Spirit (XVth c.) created by the Holy Ghost Brother-
hood. It was blocked up by the Bernese and used as corn-lo� , 
but it was re-opened at the restoration of 1934. In 1984 the 
organ was placed there.

Contiguous to it is the small chapel, named Chapel of the 
Virgin, created in 1406 by Gérard de Penezat, from Bassins, 
who endowed it with gi� s in money, land and vinyards, on 
condition that «three masses per week be celebrated there for 
ever».

� e graves which were uncovored there indicate that the 
graveyard stretched as far as this, and con� rm that this part 
of the church was a later extension of the church. � is also 
explains the presence of a three-foiled bay in the wall sep-

arating the two chapels - a bay which was 
re-opened during the restoration of 1934. 

� e stained glass windows of the Chapel 
of the Virgin, representing Isaiah and King 
David, were donated by the Mrs Marie and 
Fanny Genevay.

� e three stained glass windows at the 
back of the choir, under an ogival vault in 
tufa, are the work of Marcel Poncet (1894-
1953). � ey symbolize corn and grapes 
with Alpha and Omega. � ese are a dona-
tion from the school children of Bassins.

On the le� -hand side of the choir, an an-
cient Catholic «credence».

On the right, a recess with a liturgical «piscina».

� e painting on the back wall of the choir, on blu-
ish-grey background, restored in 1962, is the work of Al-
fred Ramseier. It portrays «A shepherd worshipping the 
star heralding the Messiah» (Luke 2, 8-9).1

� e Communion Table was set up in 1872.

Walking back, on your le� , there are two large stained 
glass windows with ‹cabochon›, donated by Mrs Du-
pont-Bosson.

� e painting above the door is also by Alfred Ramseier. 
It shows «Jesus walking on the sea» (St.Matthew, 14, 25).

� e church is listed as a historical monument.
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